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Listing of Claims : 

This listing of claims reflects all claim amendments and replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application. Material to be inserted is in underline, and material to be 
deleted is in strik e o u t or (if the deletion is of five or fewer consecutive characters or would be 
difficult to see) in double brackets [[ ]]. Any cancellations are without prejudice. 

1. (Currently amended) A theft prevention method of a personal watercraft equipped 
with a key-operable m ain switch for opening/closing a main power-supply circuit including a 
starting circuit of an engine, the method comprising: 

providing a main switch with a key-receiving portion, the main switch being 
switchable to an ON-state to activate the starting circuit of the engine when a key is 
inserted in the key-receiv ing portion, the key being removable from the key receiving 
portion while the main switch is in the ON-state; 

detecting the main switch being in [[an]] the ON-state; 

d e t e cting that an op e rative coupling oxioto botvvoon on op e rating d e vic e configur e d to 
onablo activation of tho main switch and an oporating dovioe r e o e ptor; 
detecting a stopping of feat the engine is stopped ; and 

inhibiting the engine from starting, provided that the main switch is detected to be in the 
ON-state, the removable key is detected not to be operatively inserted into the main switch 
no conn e ction is detect e d to exict between th e op e rating dovioo and th e main switch, and the 
engine is detected to be stopped. 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Canceled) 

4. (Currently amended) A theft prevention apparatus of a personal watercraft equipped 
with a kev-operable m ain switch for mechanically o pening/closing a main power-supply circuit 
via the main switch i ncluding a starting circuit of an engine, comprising: 

a main switch ON-state detector configured to detect that the main switch is in an ON- 

state; 

s ea key configured to enable the main switch to be actuated; 
s ea key detector configured to detect that the op e rating d e vic e k ey is 
operatively coupl e di nserted into an operating device reoopto r a key-receiving portion of the 

an engine stop detector configured to detect a stopping of the engine; and 
an engine start inhibitor configured to inhibit the engine from starting, provided that the 
main switch is detected in the ON-state by the main switch ON-state detector, the op e rating 
d e vic e and th e operating d o vioo rooeptor ar ekey is not detected by the key detector to be 
operativelx couple d inserted into the kev-receiving portion of main switch by th e op e rating 
dovioo det e ctor , and ITal lthe stopping of the engine is detected by the engine stop detector. 

5. (Original) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim 4, wherein the engine start inhibitor 
is configured so as to inhibit at least one of the starting circuits of the engine, an ignition circuit 
of the engine, and a fuel injection circuit of the engine from closing the circuit(s). 
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6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently amended) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim [[6]]4, wherein the 
starting circuit of the engine is provided with the main switch, a kill switch with/without a tether 
cord for opening the main power-supply circuit, and a starter switch for closing the starting 
circuit of the engine. 

8. (Original) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the engine stop detector 
is configured so as to detect at least one of a removal operation of the tether cord from the kill 
switch, an OFF-operation of the kill switch, and a zero engine speed. 

9. (Currently amended) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim [[6]]4, wherein the 
engine start inhibitor includes a timer which starts a time count when the main switch ON-state 
detector detects the main switch being in the ON-state, the operating devic ekev detector detects 
no existence of th e conn e ction betw e en th e op e rating d e vic e and th e- main owitekoperative 



the e ngine start inhibitor is configured so as to inhibit starting of the engine after the time count 
of the timer reaches a predetermined time interval. 

10. (Currently amended) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim [[6]]4, further 
comprising an alert indicator for alerting an operator of the personal watercraft when the main 
switch ON-state detector detects the main switch being in the ON-state, the oporatinc dovioo kev 
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and the engine stop detector detects the stopping of the engine, and wherein 
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detector detects that no conn e ction oxiato betw ee n th e operating dovio e and tho main switch 
operative insertion of the key , and the engine stop detector detects the stop of the engine. 

11. (Currently amended) The theft prevention apparatus of Claim [[6]]4, wherein the 
engine start inhibitor cancels a state in which at least the engine is inhibited from starting, by 
turning the main switch back into the ON-state after turning the main switch into [[the]]an OFF- 
state. 

12. (Currently amended) [[The]]A theft prevention apparatus of Claim - 4 . of a personal 
watercraft equipped with a main switch for opening/closing a main power-supply circuit 
including a starting circnit of an engine, comprising: 

a main switch ON-state detector c onfigured to detect that the main switch is in an 
ON-state: 

an operating device cnnflgnred to enable the main switch to be actuated: 
an operating device detector configured to detect that the operating device is 
operativelv coupled to an operating device of the watercraft; 

an engine stop detector configured to detect a stopping of the engine; and 
an engine start inhibitor configured to inhibit the engine from starting, provided 
that the main switch is detected in the ON-state by the main switch ON-state detector, the 
operating device and the operating device receptor are not detected to be operatively 
coupled by the operating device detector, and the stopping of the engine is detected by the 
engine stop detector; 

wherein the operating device is an IC transmitter configured to store information related 

Page 6 - RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 
Serial No. 10/800,325 

PAGE 10/18 • RCVD AT 5/20/2005 4:32:10 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ■ DNIS:8729308 • CSID:503 459 4142 • DURATION <mm-ss):0B-«8 

Copied from 10800235 on 06/02/2005 



05/20/2005 12:38 FAX 503 459 4142 



AHMRT 



- USPTO General H 011/018 



to an operator of the personal watercraft and capable of perforating a radio-transmission of the 
information, and the operating device receptor is an IC receiver that is attached to a body of the 
personal watercraft and is configured to perform a radio-reception of the information transmitted 
from the IC transmitter^-andi 

wherein the main switch ON-state detector, operating device detector, engine stop 
detector, and engine start inhibitor are at least partially included within an electronic control unit 
that is connected with the IC receiver through a signal line, and that is also configured to give an 
instruction to the main switch to open/close the main power-supply circuit; and 

wherein the engine start inhibitor is configured to inhibit the engine from starting 
provided that the main switch is in the ON-state as detected by the main switch ON-state 
detector, no connection is detected to exist between the operating device and the main switch by 
the operating device detector, and [[a]]the stopping of the engine is detected by the engine stop 
detector. 

13. (New) A theft prevention apparatus of a personal watercraft equipped with a 
main switch for opening/closing a main power-supply circuit including a starting circuit of an 
engine, comprising: 

a main switch ON-state detector configured to detect that the main switch is in an ON- 
state; 

an operating device configured to enable the main switch to be actuated; 
an operating device detector configured to detect that the operating device is operatively 
coupled to an operating device receptor of the watercraft; 

an engine stop detector configured to detect a stopping of the engine; and 
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an engine start inhibitor configured to inhibit the engine from starting, provided that the 
main switch is detected in the ON- state by the main switch ON-state detector, the operating 
device and the operating device receptor are not detected to be operatively coupled by the 
operating device detector, and the stopping of the engine is detected by the engine stop detector, 

wherein the main switch is a key-operable main switch, the operating device receptor is a 
key-receiving portion of the key-operable main switch, and the operating device is a key for 
mechanically opening/closing the main power-supply circuit via the main switch; and 

wherein the engine start inhibitor cancels a state in which at least the engine is inhibited 
from starting, by turning the main switch back into the ON-state after turning the main switch 
into an OFF-state. 
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